
K A N A N A S K I S 
GUEST R ANCH

Special Event & Reception Venue
Kananaskis, Alberta

“More than 100 years of history, the Brewster 
family hosts private group functions on their 
Ranch at the base of Yamnuska Mountain.”





403-673-3737   |    HORSES@K ANANASKISGUESTRANCH.COM

Today the setting is as it was, and guests can still experience the family tradition of 
western hospitality. The Ranch, located at the entrance to the Canadian Rockies, hosts 
group events for barbecue dinners in the famed Brewster donut tent. All inclusive packages 
can include live bands, native hoop dancers, gunfighter shows, line dancing instruction, 
and even wild west rodeos.

Recently, The Ranch has hosted corporate groups including BMW Germany, Best Western 
International, Brother, and EY for their 100th year celebration.

As it was in the 1920’s, travel from The Ranch on either two or four day backcountry 
horseback riding excursions, and stay in individual rustic log cabins. Guests can also golf 
our 18-hole course at the base of Yamnuska Mountain.

We hope that the information below this letter is of interest and that we may have the 
pleasure of welcoming your groups to the Kananaskis Guest Ranch in the future. If you 
require further information or have any questions please contact us.

With regards, 
Brewster’s Kananaskis Ranch 
Janet Brewster Stanton, Owner

In 1923 Missy Bagley Brewster opened The Kananaskis Guest Ranch to guests 
from around the world. She decided that the original Brewster Family homestead 
located on the shores of the Bow River would be the perfect location to continue 
a guest ranching tradition she originally started in Montana. 

B R E W S T E R
K A N A N A S K I S  R A N C H

HELLO & WELCOME 
TO THE BREWSTER FAMILIES 

KANANASKIS RANCH



“More than a century after John Brewster’s sons took their 
first guests on a horse pack trip, the Brewster family has 
grown to exemplify tourism in the Canadian Rockies, with 
the family group of companies being operated by 5th & 6th 
generation family members.”



The Brewster’s 
Kananaskis 
Guest Ranch 

John Brewster moved to Alberta from Ontario in 1886, 

establishing his homestead at the base of Yamnuska 

Mountain, which operates today as The Kananaskis Ranch.

More than a century after his sons, aged 10 and 12, took 

their first guests on a horse pack trip a unique group of 

companies were formed. Now operating in Banff National 

Park, Lake Louise, Banff, and Kananaskis the Brewster 

Family Group of Companies are operated by fifth and sixth 

generation family members.

Located only forty-five minutes west of Calgary or thirty 

minutes east of Banff, the Kananaskis Guest Ranch is 

operated by Janet Brewster-Stanton. It was originally opened 

in 1923 by Missy Bagley Brewster, Bill Brewster’s wife. The 

original Brewster family homestead entertains groups 

ranging from wedding parties to conference attendees with 

western barbecues, and backcountry horse trips. 

The Kananaskis Guest Ranch can 
host groups up to 500+ people 
and is the perfect venue for your 
mountain special event.



The famed Brewster donut tent, originally designed by Claude 

Brewster in the 1930’s for hosting guests in the backcountry of Banff 

Park, provides an authentic venue and atmosphere. Our reputation 

for quality food, great service and rustic western facilities make for 

an unforgettable Canadian experience. The log circular building has a 

central stone bonfire which is the focal point of the donut tent, with an 

open view to the evening sky.  

The scenic Rocky Mountain landscape located on the shore of the Bow 

River, coupled with the numerous adventure opportunities is sure to 

offer your group the mix of options and scenery to deliver complete 

event success.

Past Event Clients Include 
BMW, EY, Best Western, Rockwell, Cervus, LaFarge, Graymont, Harley 

Davidson, Premiers of Canada, Bird Construction, Brother, Encana, 

Trans-Alta, ATCO, J.Crew, PCL, TD Waterhouse, Cenovus, Nexen.

Corporate Events

G R O U P S  O F
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Testimonials

During the BMW Motorrad Int. GS Trophy 2014 North 
America, you hosted almost 150 persons from all over the 
world at Kananaskis Guest Ranch. We are very grateful for 
choosing Kananaskis Guest Ranch as the ‘base camp’ of 
our international motorcycle adventure. 

On behalf of the BMW Motorrad we would like to thank 
you for all the efforts you made to make a very big thing 
happen! It was a pleasure working together with you! 
All agreements which have been made and confirmed in 
advance have been realized in a highly professional way. 

Our International guests appreciated the unique 
atmosphere of the ranch, especially the donut building and 
the high quality of food and beverages, not to mention the 
two piece band which was playing on our last evening. 
Your staff always was very friendly and helpful. 

Yours sincerely,
Michael Trammer - Brand Experience
Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft

The Kananaskis Guest Ranch hosted EY’s 2014 Canadian 
Partner Conference, and we couldn’t have been happier 
with how everything went. It was a huge event with 
over 375 people in attendance and so many things to 
coordinate. Janet Brewster and her staff pulled everything 
off seamlessly.

The Ranch hosted the rodeo on site, dealt with the 
Stampede, arranged all the tents and catering, and 
provided wonderful entertainment. Janet was fantastic 
to work with and focused on every last detail, making the 
logistics piece so easy for us. Everyone in our party had a 
terrific time from beginning to end.

I would highly recommend the Kananaskis Guest Ranch to 
anyone looking to organize an important event that has to 
be done right. 

Sincerely,
Alan Smith - Chief Financial Officer, EY

I would definitely say this was our best tournament yet! 
My bosses couldn’t stop singing praises. Not only was 
the course a great fit but the venue, staff and service was 
above and beyond. It was a pleasure working with you and 
your entire team. Thank you again for everything! 

Regards,
Sam McCallum -  PCL



Kananaskis Ranch Golf Course 
Kananaskis Ranch Golf Course, where you can golf in 

your jeans, is a regulation 18-hole affordable mountain 

course, offering a challenge to every level of golfer. 

Our location, where the Foothills meet the Canadian 

Rockies, is a beautiful setting for hosting tournaments,  

employee outings, or conferences and meetings.

Mountain Weddings
Located on the shores of the Bow River and at the 

base of Yamnuska Mountain, the Kananaskis Guest 

Ranch is a memorable and truly special location for 

your mountain wedding. Combining our breathtaking 

ceremony scenery with a bonfire lit reception in our 

unique donut tent, makes for a naturally chic wedding 

day.

‘Big House’ Vacation Rentals  
On the shores of the Bow River, this four bedroom, 

4500 square foot lodge, built in 1923, is now available 

for vacation rentals, small intimate meetings, or 

gatherings. Located at the entrance of the Canadian 

Rocky Mountains, it  offers magnificent views of the 

Bow River looking west down the Bow Valley, setting 

this location apart as a private retreat for vacationers 

and guests. 

Backcountry Horse Trips 
The Mountain Horse has been an important part in 

the exploration and enjoyment of the Canadian Rocky 

Mountains, for more than 250 years. As true legends 

in the Canadian Rockies, Banff’s Brewster family has 

helped to keep the past alive, with their backcountry 

horse trips.

Event Bookings





“Various entertainment and adventure options can be added to your 
barbecue event to make for a truly memorable experience for your guests. 
Live western entertainment, line dancing, interactive gunfighter shows, 
and native hoop dancing.”



The Brewster Family Specialty: 
Barbecued  ‘Hip of Beef’ - Alberta AAA Beef, Aged, and Slow 

Roasted to Perfection.

The Menus Include:  

Appetizers 
Pretzels & Nachos with Salsa

Baked Potatoes with Butter, Sour Cream, Chives & Bacon Bits

Molasses Baked Beans served in Antique Cast Iron Pots

Caesar Salad, Roasted Garlic Dressing, Parmesan Cheese, Bacon 
Bits & Croutons 

Fresh Baked Crusty Rolls

Pickles & Condiments

Snacks & Trays  
Fresh Vegetable Tray

Cheese Trays  

Fresh Fruit Tray 

Assorted Dessert Squares 

Cheese Cake Strawberry or Chocolate Marble

Additional Menu Selections   
Baked Salmon with Lemons and Onions 

Chicken Breast in BBQ Sauce  

Fresh Green Garden Salad 

Vegetable Medley Baked with Parmesan Cheese 

Corn on the Cob (Seasonal) 

Pasta or Potato Salad 

Dessert 
Home-Baked Strawberry-Rhubarb Pie dusted with sugar 
Cowboy Coffee & Tea

Barbecue Luncheon Rates & Specialized Menus Available on Request

Entertainment Options, 
Special Decor, and 
Accessories   

Country/Western/Rock Band

Gunfighters Western Stunt Show

Line Dancing Instructions 

Native Hoop Dance

White Event Tents 

Cowboy Hats 

Logoed Western Bandanas

Adventure Activities including River Rafting, 
Helicopter Tours, and Golf on our 18-Hole 
Regulation Course.

We also offer exclusive corporate backcountry 
horse trips, where your group will stay in rustic 
log cabins. 

Barbecue Venue
With a long history of providing western hospitality, we host some 

of the most authentic Western Canadian events in the Rockies that 

are ideal for incentive, corporate or special private functions.



Rodeo 
Entertainment 
The Bull Riding Event
ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING EVENTS in Rodeo and viewed 

as the most dangerous. Bulls weigh in over a tonne, and are 

as quick as they are big. Bullfighters assist in the Cowboy’s 

dismount, or while they are on the ground after their ride.

The Saddlebronc Event 
THE COWBOY RIDING THE BUCKING BRONC is judged on his 

spurring ability and posture. His free hand is not allowed to 

touch the Horse until 8-seconds are up. His working hand is 

gripped on the lead shank attached to the Horse’s halter.

The Bareback Bronc Riding Event 
THIS EVENT IS JUDGED THE SAME AS THE SADDLEBRONC, 

except in this event the Cowboy is riding bareback! His working 

hand is also strapped onto the bucking Horse rigging, and must 

remain there for the duration of the ride.  

The Ladies Trick Riding Event
IS A FORM OF DANGEROUS horse riding stunts. It includes 

standing upright on a horse while the horse is galloping, 

hanging upside down off of the horse by a strap, or jumping on 

and off of the horse while it is running at a gallop pace.

The Barrel Race Event 
IS THE FAVOURITE  among the Cowgirls, young and old. 

Although a Cowgirl gets points for this timed event, it is the 

team effort completing the cloverleaf pattern that wins the 

event.

Rodeo Entertainment 
Package
THE RANCH OFFERS FULL BAR SERVICE 

and snacks during the performance. 

A WESTERN BARBECUE TOPS OFF THE 

RODEO EVENING. 

Smiles All Around
THE GUESTS NEED ONLY TO BRING 

THEIR SMILES,  Hand Clapping abilities 

and a Camera to capture the memories and 

the views of the surrounding Canadian 

Rockies.

“No hour of life is wasted that is spent 
in the saddle.” 

– Winston Churchill



Rodeo 
Entertainment 

“Courage is being scared to death... and 
saddling up anyway.” - John Wayne



Ranch Road, Highway 1X, PO Box 340 
Exshaw, Alberta, Canada, T0L 2C0 

tel (403) 673-3737  fax (403) 673-2100 

horses@kananaskisguestranch.com 

www.kananaskisguestranch.com 

30 minutes to Banff, 45 minutes to Calgary; 
On the Shores of the Bow River;  Just off the 
Trans Canada Highway, Exit 114 North 

Other Links:

www.kananaskisranchgolf.com - Golf Course

www.brewsteradventures.com - Horse Outfitters

www.brewstermountainlodge.com - Banff Hotel 

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON

K A N A N A S K I S 
GUEST R ANCH


